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LIFE Magazine, 1962





London Futures, exhibition at the Museum of London 

Act on climate change, or fear the refugees





1. Sea-level rise
Coastal regions will be first and most affected

Source: NASA

A sea-level rise of 1cm puts 1 million people at risk of displacement



Two processes of habitat loss that induce migration
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Maldives, October 2009

The canaries in the coalmine



2. Land degradation



3. Disasters





The 4 degree scenario



National Geographic,  February 2014

That would result in this:





Characteristics of the migrants

 Positive relationship between environmental degradation and 
migration.

 Different factors intermingle, but environmental factors are of 
growing importance.

 Definitional issue

 These factors increase the constraints to migration

 Rise in forced migration

 Migration flows are often internal, and happening on short distances

 Affected countries bear all the burden of migration.

 The most vulnerable are often unable to migrate.

 Migration is expensive



A disconnection from the realities of migration

 Migrants are seen as expiatory, resourceless victims of climate 
change.
 Many of them don’t consider themselves as victims, or don’t want to 

be considered as such.
 Migrants are resourceful agents – they are not the most vulnerable

 Migration is perceived as an adaptation failure
 In many cases, it can be an adaptation strategy

 We assume a direct, causal relationship between climate change and 
migration.

 We expect that these displacements will be forced and international.

 We assume that the nature and extent of the migration flows will 
depend upon the impacts of climate change.
 Environmental determinism

 Climate-induced migration can also improve human security.



‘Climate refugees’ as the human faces of 

global warming

 Migrants are often portrayed 
as expiatory, powerless 
victims of climate change.

 They are also the first 
witnesses of climate change, 
the living proofs that global 
warming is under way.

 The idea of a multi-causal 
migration doesn’t get along 
very well with this rhetoric.



A Copernican revolution



The Nansen Initiative

 Launched in 2012 by the 

governement of Norway and 

Switzerland.

 With support of Costa Rica,  

Australia, Philippines, Mexico, 

Kenya.

 Walter Kälin as special 

envoy.

 Intergovernmental process.

 Protection agenda agreed 

2015.




