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Structure

1) Introduction to the nexus and the óAnti-slavery Ecosystemô 

project.

2) The sectoral emergences of the nexus in current research: 

Fisheries, Fields, Forests and Factories.

3) Statistical correlations between slavery data and 

environmental data.

4) Remote sensing work, as part of the óSlavery from Spaceô 

project.



Background

ÅModern slavery and climate change have emerged as concurrent 

crises.

ÅEstimated 40.3 million slaves globally (Global Slavery Index).

ÅóModern slaveryô: the persistent exploitative labour and trafficking 

practices occur globally in the contemporary world in marginalised 

and óhiddenô spaces.

ÅModern slavery: ñconstituting control over a person in such a way 

as to signiýcantly deprive that person of his or her individual liberty, 

with the intent of exploitation through the use, management, 

purchase, sale, proýt, transfer or disposal of that personò (Bellagio-

Harvard Guidelines).

ÅSimultaneously: a climate crisis.



Background

ÅThe Anti-slavery ecosystem project 

proposes a nexus between modern 

slavery, contemporary environmental 

destruction and climate change. 

ÅIf slavery were a country, it would have a 

population of some 46 million people and 

the gross domestic product of Angola, 

yet would be the third largest emitter of 

CO2 (2.54 billion tons per year) in the 

world after China (7.39 billion tons) and 

the United States (5.58 billion tons).

ÅTwo-way relationship.
Credit: Nasir Khan
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Links to the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Target 8.7

óTake immediate and effective measures to eradicate 

forced labour, end modern slavery and human 

trafficking and secure the prohibition and 

elimination of the worst forms of child labour, 

including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and 

by 2025 end child labour in all its forms.ô (UN 2017). 



The Freedom Dividend

Antislavery Ecosystem

ÇTo compile, synthesise and integrate spatial data on the landscape changes 
that result from slavery activities.

ÇTo calculate the environmental costs of these activities, and the potential 
gains that stem from curtailing slavery.

ÇTo explore the values associated with environmental gains, their capacity 
to be captured in environmental markets, and their ability to help fund 
slavery prevention and abolition efforts.

ÇTo explore links between ecological resilience at the landscape scale and 
its significance as a precondition for human trafficking and slavery.



The problem:

Global 

Dynamic 

Under-studied.

.


