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Why would corruption influence international migration?



Take home message:

• It is generally seen as a cause of  emigration, and an

impedement to return migration

• However, it may well reduce the desire to migrate for

those benefiting from it, and may also increase their

opportunities to return

Corruption is an important determinant of  

international human movement
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What is corruption?

‘The abuse of  entrusted authority for illicit gain’ (Norad, 2008)

• Partly (inter)subjective 
~‘Isomorphism’ and ‘decoupling’

•Also influenced by other drivers 
of  migration
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For example:

Nepotism (‘unfair’) unemployment among highly skilled  desire to emigrate

Bribery of  police security concerns  desire to emigrate
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Leerkes et al., Involvement in Assisted Voluntary Return 
depends on:

• Source country GDP per capita
• (Changes in) source country freedom and terror
•Age of  migration
• Family composition
•Asylum determination time
•Native counselors
• Source country corruption x age of  migration (unpublished) 
• Source country corruption x time in NL (unpublished)
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“Since I have been detained my willingness to
leave the Netherlands has increased” (N=411)
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Average SD Min Max
Organisational transparency / voice 3.13 0.9 1 5
Interpersonal treatment 3.29 0.92 1 5
Immigration status transparency 2.36 1.4 1 5
Detention transparency 2.4 1.34 1 5
Distributive justice (proxy) 2.79 1.44 1 5
<1 week 0.07 0.26 0 1
1 week - 1 month 0.16 0.37 0 1
1- 3 months 0.3 0.46 0 1
3 - 6 months 0.23 0.42 0 1
6 - 9 months 0.14 0.35 0 1
> 9 months 0.07 0.26 0 1
Not reported 0.03 0.17 0 1
Detainee threats 2.2 1.01 1 5
Detention frequency:
1th 0.6 0.49 0 1
2nd 0.18 0.38 0 1
3rd 0.09 0.29 0 1
4th 0.03 0.18 0 1
> 4 times 0.06 0.24 0 1



Summary

• Source country corruption impedes voluntary return for

some groups (Paasche / Leerkes)

• Opaque European immigration procedures impede 

voluntary return (Leerkes)

• Source country corruption causes, or reinforces, human 

insecurity (Merkle, Reinold & Siegel)



Take home message

• It is generally seen as an additional cause of  emigration, 

and an impedement to (voluntary) return migration

• However, it may well reduce the desire to migrate for

those benefiting from it, and may their return migration

Corruption is an important determinant of  

international human movement



Conclusion

• It is generally seen as a cause of  emigration, and an

impedement to return migration

• However, it may well reduce the desire to migrate for

those benefiting from it, and may also increase their

opportunities to return

Corruption is an important determinant of  

international human movement
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Corruption and other aspects of  the ‘migration

infrastucture’? 

From a Dutch newspaper article published in 2000: A former Director Dutch 

Immigration & Naturalization Service explained that hundreds of  African 

illegals have been deported to countries bordering their countries of  

citizenship. “The African immigration colleagues and their governments were 

eager to cooperate. We gave them free border control trainings in Amsterdam 

and also paid for the [onward] transportation of  the illegals to their country of  

citizenship.” According to Dutch immigration officers, who insisted on 

remaining anonymous, “everything” could be arranged in Africa for an Ajax t-

shirt  or a tie with the Dutch Ministry of  Justice logo”

Possible point of  discussion



Sources

Carling, J., Paasche, E. & Siegel, M. (2015) Finding Connections: The Nexus between Migration and 
Corruption

Merkle, O., Reinold, J. & Siegel, M. (2017) A Study on the Link between Corruption and the Causes of  Migration and 
Forced Displacement, Maastricht: UNU-Merit

Leerkes, A. (2016) Managing migration through legitimacy? Alternatives to the criminalisation of  
unauthorised migration. In Carrera, S. & Guild, E. (eds) Irregular Migration, Trafficking, and Smugglingof Human 
Beings. Policy Dilemmas in the EU, pp. 24-32, Brussels: Centre for European Policy Studies.

Leerkes, A., & Kox, M. (2017) Pressured into a preference to leave? A study on the ‘specific’ deterrent effects 
and perceived legitimacy of  immigration detention, Law & Society Review 51(4): 895-929

Leerkes, A., Van Os, R. & Boersema, E. (2016) What drives 'soft deportation'? Understanding the rise of  
Assisted Voluntary Return in the Netherlands, Population, Space & Place DOI 10.1002/psp.2059

Paasche, E. (2016) Return Migration and Corruption: Experiences of  Iraqi Kurds, Oslo: University of  Oslo 
(dissertation)




